Residency for Comic and Graphic Novel
Authors

Esch-sur-Sare, Luxembourg — 2026
By: Esch(t)kultur a.s.b.L



1. Context and Purpose

Considered one of the most beautiful villages in Luxembourg, Esch-sur-Sdre lies
nestled among rocky hills, in a bend of the River Sdre, overlooked by its iconic medieval
castle. Set within an exceptional natural environment in the heart of the Osling region
and the Upper Slre Nature Park, in immediate proximity to the lake of the same name,
the village uniquely combines historical heritage with spectacular landscapes.

For many years, the municipality and its local cultural actors have actively developed
innovative and ambitious cultural projects such as the Marionette Festival, WaterWalls,
the Water Art Festival, the Séibuhn, and La Nuit des Légendes. These initiatives have
helped establish Esch-sur-S{ire as a recognized site of artistic creation and cultural
dissemination, committed to accessibility and strong territorial anchoring.

As part of its socio-cultural development strategy, the municipality affirms its
commitment to supporting initiatives that foster contemporary creation, encourage
active participation of residents, and strengthen the connection between culture,
territory, and community.

Within this framework, Esch(t)kultur a.s.b.l. launches a call for applications for a
residency for comic and graphic novel authors, structured around artistic creation,
engagement with the territory, and cultural mediation.

The residency is part of the Rencontres culturelles program in Esch-sur-Sdre.

2. Nature and Objectives of the Residency

The residency is conceived as a hybrid format combining:

* Personal creative time (approximately 90% of the residency period)
* Mediation activities and meetings with local residents (approximately 10%)

Main Objectives

¢ To provide one or more authors with favorable conditions for developing a comic
or graphic novel project

* To encourage a sensitive and interpretative engagement with the territory of
Esch-sur-Sare

¢ To foster encounters between artists and the village’s residents

The author may work either on an existing project or develop a new one.



3. Territorial Anchoring and Thematic Approach

The residency is open in terms of theme.
A connection to the territory is mandatory but left to the author’s artistic interpretation.
Esch-sur-Sdre may serve, among other possibilities, as:

¢ A central subject

¢ A setting

¢ A symbolic or narrative context

¢ A poetic or graphic point of departure

The project does not need to propose a documentary reading of the village, its history,
or its residents, but it cannot be entirely disconnected from the territory.

4. Discipline and Profile

The residency is strictly dedicated to comic and graphic novel creation.
Eligible applicants include:

¢ Individual illustrators

* Duos (scriptwriter and illustrator)

¢ Established authors who have previously published with a recognized publishing
house

5. Duration and Organization

¢ Total effective residency duration: 2 months

* Possible period: between June and November 2026
e Minimum presence in Esch-sur-Sidre: 1 month

* The remaining time may be completed remotely

The residency may be organized:

* In one or several stays
e Continuously or in separate periods
¢ According to a schedule co-developed with the selected artist

The specific modalities (rhythm, division of time, immersion periods) will be defined in
consultation.

International applications are welcome.

6. Reception and Artistic Support

The residency is not limited to the provision of space and financial support. Itis part of
an accompanying process aimed at offering the author an environment conducive to
artistic and professional development.



The resident author benefits from:

¢ A personalized welcome in Esch-sur-Sire

e Support tailored to the needs of the project

¢ A unique natural and heritage setting conducive to concentration and narrative
depth

The association ensures favorable working conditions while fully respecting artistic
freedom.

Thanks to partnerships established by the municipality and ESCH(T)KULTUR a.s.b.L.,
the residency provides privileged access to the local and regional cultural network.

Depending on the author’s interests, meetings may be arranged with:

¢ Other invited artists participating in the Rencontres culturelles

* Regional cultural actors

® Socio-cultural structures such as Cooperations in Wiltz, including its studios,
events, and residency programs

* The professional network of the Association D’Frénn vun der 9. Konscht a.s.b.L
* The professional network and audience of the Contern International Comic
Festival, potentially through participation in the festival

¢ Other artistic or institutional partners active in Luxembourg

This networking aims to:

e Strengthen the project’s territorial anchoring
* Encourage future collaborations
* Open professional opportunities beyond the residency

Esch(t)kultur asbl commits to providing:

e Structured financial support

¢ Aresidency location in an exceptional environment

¢ Direct access to the local and national cultural network

¢ Aframework encouraging deep narrative immersion inspired by the territory and
its residents

The residency is conceived as a space of artistic freedom and as a catalyst for
professional development and networking.

7. Material and Financial Conditions

* Residency grant: fixed amount of €6,600 excluding VAT

* Payment terms: 4 installments of €1,650 (plus VAT if applicable) between June
and November (dates to be agreed with the artist)

* Remuneration: invoice for services rendered; a 10% withholding tax applies to
authors with tax residence abroad



Studio and Accommodation

An individual studio and accommodation in Esch-sur-S{re are provided during periods
of on-site presence only.

Covered Expenses

Travel between the artist’s place of residence and Esch-sur-Sire, up to a maximum
total amount of €1,000, ideally avoiding air travel

Not Covered

¢ Creative materials

* Personal and catering expenses

¢ Local travel within Luxembourg (public transport is free; no additional compensation
is provided)

8. Mediation and Meetings with Residents

Mediation is an integral and mandatory part of the residency.

¢ Time dedicated: approximately 10% of the total duration
¢ Minimum duration: 5 days
e Priority audience: residents of Esch-sur-Sdre

Activities may include:

* Open studio events with presentation of work in progress
¢ Talks
* Workshops

9. Outcome

The completion of a finished book is not required.

However, the association would like, in agreement with the artist, to be able to use
illustrations or narrative excerpts created during the residency. These may be
reproduced and disseminated, for example as mediation or communication materials
(postcards, editorial objects, printed materials), or temporarily integrated into public
space to accompany visitors in the (re)discovery of the village.

Any reproduction or dissemination will require prior formal agreement from the author.
Reproduction costs will be covered by the association. No use may take place without
the artist’s explicit approval.

In the case of commercial use, remuneration in the form of copyright fees will be
defined by mutual agreement in accordance with applicable legislation.



Should the artist publish a work following the residency, the association may consider
contributing to production costs, without any obligation to do so, under terms defined
on a case-by-case basis.

10. Application File

The application mustinclude:

¢ A CV or artistic biography

¢ A portfolio

¢ A project statement

¢ A mediation proposal (even indicative)

Accepted Languages

e Luxembourgish
* French

e German

¢ English

11. Selection

Applications will be reviewed by a committee composed of:

* Representatives of ESCH(T)KULTUR a.s.b.L

* Members of the municipal working group

* Representatives of the Association D’Frénn vun der 9. Konscht a.s.b.l.
* Representatives of the Contern International Comic Festival

Selection Criteria

e Artistic quality of the submitted work

¢ Relevance of the territorial approach

¢ Ability to engage with residents and conduct mediation activities

* Coherence between the proposed project and the author’s trajectory, as well as the
residency’s potential contribution to their professional development

12. Timeline

¢ Call publication: 01.03.2026

¢ Application deadline: 15.04.2026

¢ Selection announcement: 01.05.2026

* Residency period: mid-June to mid-December 2026



Contact

Luka Heindrichs
residency@twistandtweak.com

on behalf of
Esch(t)kultur a.s.b.l.
1, An der Gaass
9150 Eschdorf

The purpose of the association is to promote the arts and culture at the local, regional,
and national levels. In order to achieve its objectives, and with the aim of enhancing the
municipality of Esch-sur-Sire and the surrounding region while highlighting their long-
term touristic and ecological value, the association seeks to collaborate with public and
private institutions at local, regional, national, and international levels. It also aims to
develop close cooperation with artists and with actors within cultural and tourism
networks that pursue similar goals.



